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A native of northeastern Alabama, he attended high school in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, and graduated from Auburn University. Dr Powell earned his medical degree from the Medical College of Alabama, now the University of Alabama Birmingham. There, Basil Hirschowitz, the inventor of the fiberoptic endoscope, an instrument that forever changed the nature of clinical gastroenterology, mentored him as a student research associate. This experience was instrumental in his career choice as an academic gastroenterologist. He completed his residency training at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston and at Yale--New Haven Community Hospital, and was a Special National Institutes of Health Fellow in Physiology at Yale University School of Medicine. He served in the Army Medical Corp for 3 years at Walter Reed Army Institute of Research. He is board-certified in Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology.

Dr Powell was a member of the faculty at the University of North Carolina for 20 years, where he became Professor of Medicine, Chief of the Division of Digestive Diseases and Nutrition, and Director of the Center for Gastrointestinal Biology and Disease, funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH). As an NIH-funded investigator for over 45 years, he initially contributed to research in the mechanisms of intestinal electrolyte transport, the pathophysiology of diarrheal diseases, and the barrier function of esophageal and GI epithelia. He has pioneered studies in the role of intestinal stromal cells (myofibroblasts), in the intestinal epithelial stem cell niche, and in the immunology of inflammatory bowel disease. He has been involved in training gastroenterology fellows for his entire career and was an Associate Editor for multiple editions of the *Cecil Textbook of Medicine*, the *Yamada Textbook of Gastroenterology*, and *Principles of Clinical Gastroenterology*.

Dr Powell has been active in organized medicine, serving on the Boards of Directors of the American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM), the Alpha Omega Alpha Honorary Medical Society, and the American Gastroenterological Association (AGA). He was President of the AGA from 1993 to 1994, and he worked diligently to improve relationships among all the other major GI societies: the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, the American College of Gastroenterology, the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases, and the AGA. He received the AGA Friedenwald Medal in recognition of his lifetime achievement in gastroenterology and was honored as a Master of the American College of Physicians and as a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Don and Frances Powell have been married for 23 years. This is a second marriage for each, and between their 2 families they have 7 children and 9 grandchildren, who keep them occupied. Frances was a respected and busy actor in the Galveston area for many years. Currently, she writes the society column in the local newspaper and is an advertising account representative for the playbills of the Houston Symphony and the Galveston 1894 Opera House.Author photo 1Don Powell at age 2.Author photo 2Don Powell (first row, second from left), during college, at Auburn University in 1957.Author photo 3University of North Carolina GI Division in the mid-1970s (right end of the first row).Author photo 4Fellows' graduation party at the University of North Carolina in the early 1980s. Don Powell is on the far right presenting a caricature to Robert Sandler.Author photo 5Powell and Eugene Bozymski playing tennis in Chapel Hill in the summer of 1987.Author photo 6Powell and Eugene Bozymski playing tennis in midwinter during the late 1980s.Author photo 7Drs Douglas Drossman, Don Powell, Balfour Sartor, and Bob Sandler, University of North Carolina fellows (and now faculty) in 1991.Author photo 8Friends at Mardi Gras in the early 1990s.Author photo 9Powell family reunion at Homestead Powell, Alabama, in 2000.Author photo 10Gastroenterologists at University of Texas Medical Branch.Author photo 11Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in 2016.Author photo 12Don and Frances at a Mardi Gras Party in 2018.
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